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SECTION ONE:

WRITTEN COMPREHENSION
Suggested working time for Section One:  80 minutes





  (40 marks)

This section of the examination assesses your ability to read and understand texts, to comment on meaning and effects, and to explain how they achieve these effects.

Question One









        Passage One
Comment on the main themes and ideas of this poem.

Examine the way in which poetic devices and use of language work to present a particular point of view.

(20 marks)

The responsibility





I am the man who gives the word,






If it should come, to use the Bomb.






I am the man who spreads the work






From him to them if it should come.






I am the man who gets the word






From him who spreads the word from him.






I am the man who drops the bomb






If ordered by the one who’s heard






From him who merely spreads the word






The first one gives if it should come.






I am the man who loads the Bomb






That he must drop should orders come






From him who gets the word passed on






By one who waits to hear from him






I am the man who makes the Bomb






That he must load for him to drop






If told by one who gets the word






From one who passes it from him





I am the man who fills the till,






Who pays the tax, who foots the bill






That guarantees the Bomb he makes






For him to load for him to drop






If orders come from one who gets






The word passed on to him by one






Who waits to hear it from the man






Who gives the word to use the Bomb






I am the man behind it all;






I am the one responsible.

By PETER APPLETON
Question Two
What techniques and devices have been used to position readers in one of these texts?               (20 marks)

Passage Two
The following expository text is an extract from Germaine Greer’s latest book titled The Whole Woman.  It is taken from a chapter called “love”, in a sub-section titled “single”.  Greer is a famous feminist academic whose first book The Female Eunuch (published in the 1960’s) was a best-seller and it is nowadays sometimes referred to as the 1960’s feminist “Bible”.
The absurdity of the notion that there is someone ‘out there’ for everybody is obvious to anyone who has thought about it for more than 5 seconds.  Women’s lives would be a lot easier if they started from the opposite premiss, that there is nobody ‘out there’ and they might as well get on with life and work.  Many women are doing exactly that, working towards holidays or career plans or sporting excellence without bothering whether they have a date or not.  How many others are fretting about ‘getting and keeping a man’ can be guessed from the continued success of Cosmopolitan, but there is no way of telling how many women there are who are simply not bothered.  Even Sharon Stone, of unbelievably perfect beauty, plus wit, plus charm, plus talent, had been known to ask half-seriously, ‘So how come I can’t get a date?’  The men her name has been coupled with (including the man she married) have been markedly deficient in all the qualities that distinguish her.  Men don’t like knowing that their partner is worth two of them from any point of view let alone from all points of view.  They want to feel needed, we are told.  Which is where feminism does come in.  One thing feminism indubitably did do was to paint on walls all over the world the heartening message that ‘a woman needs a man like a fish needs a bicycle’.  Unfortunately feminist graffiti were not spectacular enough to blot out women’s need to be needed.  Like Nancy reeling around the stage in Oliver! bawling ‘As long as he needs me’ – as if Bill Sykes needed her more than any other soft and silly woman he could prostitute and beat up – women continue to build up their fantasy picture of the men who couldn’t do without them.  That foolish self-delusion cost Nancy her life, but torch singers go on belting out her fatal song as if it made some kind of heroic sense, as if it was something other than a prelude to murder.

It would take more than feminist graffiti to counter the message being blasted out by all media that real women long for commitment and real men are terrified out of it.


Footnote:
Oliver! Is a stage musical adapted from Charles Dicken’s novel Oliver Twist.

Passage Three
	LETTERS

LETTERS
     I believe most women’s lib causes to be well justified, but why don’t they broaden their horizons a little to the children of the women they are trying to liberate?

     Why not fight for more decent jobs for mothers, to correspond with their children’s school hours, rather than for child minding centres?

     I am the mother of two children aged three years and one year and I am concerned for the cause of children everywhere and the world in which they are going to grow up.

     My job as a housewife is far from fascinating, but does that give me the selfish right to cast my children (who didn’t ask to be born) aside into a child-minding centre, where their physical needs will probably be met, but where they will undoubtedly suffer from emotional problems?

     My job as a mother, however, is very interesting, because I care to make it so and I believe it to be a 
	vastly important role.

     In giving the adults of tomorrow a good, sound start in life, we are helping to shape a better world of tomorrow – far more so than by perhaps lending another hand in the business world for instance.

     There is more than enough proof of the results of children being deprived of mother’s love and care and it doesn’t make a pretty picture.

     I suggest that anyone who thinks women, or anyone else, would do better in a world full of people who have been ‘love starved’ as children (and they must be, for women to place their own mental stimulus above the care of their own children) should think again.

     Some mothers, with whom I sympathise, have to work to make ends meet but many merely claim they do, to satisfy their greed and selfish desires.

     Ideally, the women who are creating a fuss for more child-minding centres should take adequate precautions to not have any more unfortunate children and be responsible enough to at least see the children they have, all through their formative years.













The Herald, 15 March

SECTION TWO:

PRINT COMMENT
Suggested working time for Section Two:
50 minutes.





  (30 Marks)

In this section of the examination you are required to write an essay which refers in detail to at least one PRINT text.  Where appropriate you may make references to other texts, either in print or non-print.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the print version of a non-print text discussed in your answer to Section Three.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the Comprehension Passages from Section One.
Choose ONE of the following PRINT COMMENT questions.

______________________________________________________________________________________

1. Fiction is by definition not true, but sometimes the way a work of fiction is constructed may make it seem powerfully “real”.

Discuss this comment in relation to a novel and/or short story you have studied.  Consider such elements as characterisation, style, setting and plot structure when answering this question.

2. Some expository texts not only change what we think but they also change the way we think.

Illustrate this idea in relation to an issue you have read about in at least one expository text.

3. To what extent has your response to the values and attitudes presented in a literature text (novel, short story, or play) been influenced by the techniques of its construction?

4. How has your reading of a novel been influenced by your reading of other texts?  Refer to at least one novel you have read.

SECTION THREE:

NON-PRINT COMMENT
Suggested working time for Section Three:

50 minutes.




  (30 Marks)

In this section of the examination you are required to write an essay which refers in detail to at least one NON-PRINT text.  Where appropriate you may make intertextual references to other texts, either print or non-print.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the non-print version of a print text discussed in your answer to Section Two.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the Comprehension Passages from Section One.
Choose ONE of the following NON-PRINT COMMENT questions.

______________________________________________________________________________________

1. “TV news and current affairs programmes are more concerned with ratings than providing information.”

Discuss with reference to your studies of this topic, providing specific examples.

2. How did Television Current Affairs you have seen affect your response to their representation of a particular group (e.g. women, Europeans, footballers, etc)?

Explain how the techniques and devices used positioned you in relation to the representation of that group.

3. To what extent is it acceptable for Advertising to use techniques that work on our emotions?  Refer to specific techniques used (such as music, lighting, narrative techniques, etc.).

END OF PAPER







